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® The angel said to the women, “Do not be
afraid, for I know that you are looking for
Jesus, who was crucified. ° He is not here; he
has risen, just as he said. Come and see the
place where he Iay.” Then go quickly and
2\ ‘ell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead
~ and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There
you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”-
Matthew 28:5-6 (NIV)

Dear Bethany,

We are invited, as the women were, to come and see and then
go and tell the disciples that Jesus is our risen Lord.

There are days when we need a refresher of faith, and after a
long season of Lent, Easter can feel rejuvenating, but
sometimes, it doesn’t take the sting of the season before.
There are also other times when the Season of Lent feels as
though it continues.

During the last few months, I know that many people have
lost loved ones, including Dave Foslien and Duane Scott. I
know that there were many hospitalizations and many prayer
requests. There are people who have needed constant prayer
in our lives and in the lives of this community. Please pray for
those still in need of being lifted up.

I pray that for those who have had a long season of Lent, may
you feel the spring of April and may the chirping birds bring
cheer to your heart. I pray this Easter season is a time of
renewal and brings only good news to your door. In the
meantime, come to the tomb as the women did and see it is
empty. Bring all your worries and give them to Jesus, for he is
not there; he has risen Indeed! We are thankful and blessed to
know the Risen Lord.

In grace and peace,
Pastor Susan

Online Worship
Sundays at 9:30am, Streaming on Facebook, and Zoom.
Uploaded to YouTube the following Tuesday.
Zoom - Video & Phone

Using Zoom, you can login to worship with us via your com-

puter, phone, or even by calling in to listen. Join the call as

early as 15 minutes prior to our worship start time for fel-
lowship with your Bethany Family.

Join Zoom Meetings:
https://zoom.us/j/6153119848
Or to call in:
+1 253 215 8782 US
Meeting ID: 615 311 9848
Password: 2900

Please have newsletter articles submitted before
April 18.

While all efforts are made to keep original submissions,
article submissions are subject to editing for accuracy,
spelling, grammar and formatted to fit in the space allowed.

Name/Position/Term
1. Don Wallin (2027) 1st Term

2. Barbara Clausen (President, 2027) 2ndTerm
4. Phyllis Cavens (2025)

5. George Obermeyer (2026)

6. Beth Grambo (Secretary, 2027) 2nd Term
7. Russ Gilchrist (2027)

8. P. Susan Dollinger (Pastor)

Susan Shui (Treasurer)




Council Meeting Minutes Continued

Council Retreat Update: The council reviewed the brainstormed ac-
tion plan list from the retreat, narrowed it down, and determined who
could work on things. (See separate list.)

Advertising Easter Service-4x4 $250-300 from Evangelism. It was
decided this was too expensive and churches are not going together for
a group advertisement this year. We will put notice in the Chamber
News, the TDN, and other free public notices for the service schedule
for Easter week.

Emergency/Communication-we clarified the use of the list, and en-
couraged council to send cards with the Easter schedule (lavendar
sheets) to those who do not attend regularly or who we are missing.
Staff Report — Ginger Garner is working on learning how to do funer-
al & Easter bulletins which requires math, energy, and struggling with
a sub-par copy machine.

Vacation Request-Ginger would like to take Sept. 3,4,5 and 10, 11, 12
for vacation (a long-planned trip to Scotland); Checks will be dated &
pre-printed to be signed during that time and other regular documents
will be prepared in advance. We will try to cover the office with vol-
unteers. It was moved and seconded to approve Sept. 3,4,5, 10, 11, &
12 vacation (4 remaining) for Ginger Garner. Motion carried.
Organization: This summer, Ginger plans to do an office manual for
all office activities. If something should come up, my hope is that
someone would be able to function in my stead. She is keeping infor-
mation up-to-date for the year so that there is not a rush to complete
big projects last minute. If there are any projects between April and
September, please let me know so I can plan to get them done.
Facility Use -Mothers & Toddlers-Small Seeds Room-Weekly (no day
selected)-Judy Bailey has requested the room and Pastor Susan will
work out details of the room use with her. It was moved and second-
ed to approve the facility use for the Small Seeds room for Moth-
ers & Toddlers for once a week on a regular weekday for a trial
period of three months (to determine if it meets the needs.) Ap-
proval includes the sterilizing of the room, parents present, and
authorization to use the Faith Room coffee pot if desired. Motion
carried.

Announcements and Adjournment — Barb Clausen adjourned the meet-

ing at 6:00pm

Next Scheduled Meetings: Executive Committee — Wednesday, April

3,12:15
Council — Thursday, April 11, 2024 — 4:00 pm

We would like to
take a moment to
express a heartfelt
thank you to all of
the helping hands
for both Duane
Scott and Dave
Foselien’s memorial
services. We are
thankful for
love,care, and
compassion that
goes into the
preparation and
service during these
difficult times. We
are grateful for
everything that you

do.



Council Meeting Minutes Continued

Bethany's Corner

e Minister’s Report: Pastor Susan

Shelly Limpach is our prayer chain contact. You 0 Organizational Systems-No report;
may contact her with your prayer concerns 0 Life Balance- Not a lot lately. I had a very difficult week with Duane
through email at. If you have an urgent prayer Scott’s memorial. I drove here six days in a row and have learned
Requests request, please call the church office. from that that was WAY too much. Council suggests on weeks like

this, consider one day working from home?

Continued Pr. ayers & Hea [ing . \Ox]tie)r- Will be doing March 26th Blessing of the Oils (Bellevue,

Foslien Farni]y Audrey Schauer Scott famlly e Vacation Request for April 2, 3,4,5 for vacation; (20 days remaining);

. : . o Continuing Education-Bishop’s Convocation 2 days and Festival of

E/Iaﬂ}{{s BeckffFamlly ghce ?{nyd}?r ‘{(oihn IM lll{llaney Homiletics May 14, 15, & 16 (9 days remaining); It was moved and
O.b cistrotier dhia Hughes  Isakson seconded to approve vacation days on April 2,3,4,& 5 (20 days

Krista & John Croy Barbara Price Gail Obermeyer remaining) and the May 14,15,& 16 continuing education. Moton
Jennifer Nance Vickey Aubol Takko family grriyez- Plan P R

. . . . . : o oal/Action Plan Progress Report:
Custer faml'ly Thibodeau family - Gilchrist Family 0  Marketing-Completed!! new brochure with welcome statement; coun-
Bob Baldwin cil will distribute to Chamber of Commerce, etc. Hope to have it

available for Easter week; Approval for printing brochures from
— Evangelism $94.00.

Unfinished Business:

0 Coldwell Banker Update-Have one good offer and negotiating now;
(Update-offer withdrawn); Sent congregation letter for congregational
meeting on March 24th; Harry Blair worked with surveyor documents

(2007), Cowlitz Title, and County to clarify property lines. It was
APRIL BIRTHDAYS moved and seconded to pay the 2024 taxes early & by pay for the
. Quick Claim Deed of $315.00 from a loan from the Memorial Fund
2 Lynne Dalleck 11 Gene Zandi so the next buyer will have accurate information. Motion carried.
3 Renee Pelster 14 Bill Zimmerman When the lost sells, the Memorial Fund will be paid back. Thank you,
. Harry Blair for doing this!
7 Lar‘r'y Jackson 25 Mirabella Murphy ¢ Evacuation Drill Columbia Hts. Ele.-School still has not learned
8  Beth Grambo 28 Karen Gilchrist security system;
. ¢ Portable Damage & Insurance Estimates-Consideration of quotes;
9 David H ug hes George Obermeyer, Randy Grambo, & Russ Gilchrist will be giving

us a report for the congregational meeting.
0 Authorize change for Secretary of State: Barb Clausen drove to
Olympia to get the papers filed on Friday, March §;

ANNIVERSARIES New Business:
0 Checking Account Red Canoe-It was moved and seconded to add
Russ Gilchrist to the checking account and to make sure that the
2 Dan and Martha 'Shar.'p checks previously signed by Tori Gosch are approved at the bank.
28 Russ and Karen Gilchrist Motion carried. We now have two-party signing for better accounta-

bility.
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Council Meeting Minutes Continued

Visitors One Sunday-three visitors that stayed for Fellowship Hour
and said that Bethany was friendly.

Zoom only service due to snow on March 3;

Youth/Service: Barb Clausen

Small Seeds/Sprouts 6 children (1 ill) & participated in Sunday wor-
ship; Designed a get well card for Bob. Susan Dickey-Hafterson
helped 2 months with Small Seeds while the Reistroffers are recover-
ing & are missed!

Summer Experience with youth is being planned;

Homeless Bags collection at the Lenten service joyfully made 40 bags
in about twelve minutes! Barb Clausen printed shopping lists, pur-
chased the Jumbo Zip Loc bags, and made signs for sorting the sup-
plies so after soup everyone filled the bags. Bags will also have a Bi-
ble verse and a list of community resources. Then bags will be in the
narthex to keep in your cars when you see someone in need in our
county. Left over items will be given to the Salvation Army for Hope
Village.

Mother’s Planning April 23 Lexington 3:30-4:30 & April 24 Colum-
bia Hts @ Bethany 2:30-3:30 Mother’s Day decorate pot, make cards,
plant flower, & hear story;

Family Promise-Met with Sara Wallace; shared ideas for youth event;
consider dinner once a month for families living in-house; God’s
Hands project for next Sept.; assistance with grants;

Duct Tape Crew: Pr. Susan

Weekly inside cleaning has been done dependent on number of volun-
teers available: vacuuming, etc. Thank you to Sandy for planting do-
nated flowers;

Life Works-Justin very fast: scrubbed kitchen floor, did four bath-
rooms, & vacuumed the sanctuary in 1 % hours;

Dave Foslien-toast was held with donuts; Memorial on March 23rd
11:00;

Stewardship: Rummage Sale Proposal for June Karen Langworthy,
chair, may be forthcoming—no plan as yet;

Mutual Ministry: Working to schedule meetings for the remainder of
the year;

Education:

Women'’s Bible Study- Meeting each Tuesday, 10:30

Prayer Bible course (4 people)

Next Class-Russ Gilchrist & Pastor will have volunteers read & dis-
cuss the books (Ezra and Nehemiah) in April.

Women of Bethany: Kathy Newton

Holding Lenten soup suppers on Wednesdays prior to service—thank
you!

M/)ww Events

FISH Distribution O(
April 2-3

Our next FISH distribution date is Wed. April 3rd with set up
April 2nd. We plan for 25 families. Our last distribution date, Feb
12 brough us 15 senior citizens, 48 adults, 34 children and 3 babies
for a total of 100 recipients, in those 25 families. We are noticing

a bigger need from our community.

Currently we are low on soup, canned fruit, margarine/butter,
mac’n cheese, pasta, pasta sauce, dried beans, chili, rice, peanut
butter, dish soap, bar soap, shampoo, toothpaste and toilet paper.
A BIG shout out of thanks to all of you that help support our mis-
sion!! We appreciate you so much. God bless us one and all.

Youth Night
April 19, 2024

Youth night! This is an outing for 6-12 graders at Messiah Lu-
theran Church in Vancouver. It is a great opportunity for Mom
and Dad to spend an evening out on the town. Your “sprout” will
be at a youth night with other Christian youth, there will be
games, snacks and worship. Friends are welcome to come with.
There is paperwork for the evening. Please see Pastor Susan if
interested.

Conversation about Ezra & Nehamiah
April 21
See “Growing in Faith and Knowledge” for more information

Music and Worship Meeting
April 28

Mother’s Da
May 1
Annual Breakfast potluck, everyone brings a dish to share




FYI

Ministry of the Month:

Many hands behind the scenes make our worship a very beau-
tiful, spiritual event each time we gather. This month please thank
the following people who help us: The Duct Tape Crew helps
clean, set up for special services and events, and looks out for our
building with loving hands. The Altar Care person, formerly Ar-
dyth Loewyn and now Carol Thompson, who tends the altar,
changes the banners to the right season, and refreshes things in the
sanctuary as needed. Then there is the Communion Prep/Assistant
team that fills the communion cups, cuts the wafers, and serves
them to those at the rail—all the time trying to make sure they
meet the needs of all and praying as they distribute the bread and
wine/water. Thank you for your loving, prayerful service.

April Emergency Fund:

The second-mile giving along with the Pastor’s discretionary fund
is designated for the Emergency Support Shelter for Abused
Women & Men. The shelter is a Godsend in our community that
not only houses abused people but also provides counseling, job
coaching, goal-setting, and many life skills. Also, this past month
pastor was able to use some of the funds she receives from the
Emergency Fund in the Pastor’s Discretionary portion to provide
one night of emergency shelter a family on the street, and have
provided for homeless meals several times. What a blessing!

Family Promise

“Calling all Cooks!”: The building remodel is done and FP has
two families in residence (plus the other homeless families they
help support.) If you would be willing to be a part of a team to de-
liver a family dinner once a month to the families in residence,
please let Barb Clausen know. She will coordinate the dates, etc.
with FP.

Also, if you have any gently used sets of towels, twin sheets, twin

blankets/quilts, please drop them off at 215 Academy Street (kitty-
corner across from the Kelso Post Office.) Sara Wallace would be

most grateful!

March Council Minutes

Bethany Lutheran Church

Council Meeting Minutes— Thursday, March 14, 2024 4:00p.m.
Attendance — All members were present
Devotions and Prayer — George Obermeyer shared from 1Peter 4:10.
Call to Order and President's Report — Barbara Clausen called to order
at 4:15pm.
e Decisions made between Council Meetings: None
e Agenda Changes-Already added copy machine.
e Devotions for Thursday, April 11, 4:00-Don Wallin
Secretary's Report — Beth Grambo
e Approval of February 15, 2024 Council Minutes-filed as corrected.
Treasurer’s Report — Susan Shiu
o Expense Report-February 2024 offerings of $6083 fell short of the
budgeted expenses of $11,720 by $5,637. February YTD offerings of
$14,741 fell short of the 2024 YTD expenses of $23,873 by $9,132.
February 2023 YTD offerings of $25,168 exceeded budget expenses of
$22,122.49. (It was noted that two Sundays church was canceled and
we have some people who do not pledge for more accurate planning.)
Current Status-It was moved and seconded to freeze the general
fund, (excluding salary and benefits) until the financial situation
improves. Designated funds shall be spent in their line item as ES-
SENTIAL for the church functioning. Motion carried. If questions,
please see both Pastor Susan and Barb Clausen. Barb and Susan Shiu
will work to inform committee chairs of the situation. After further dis-
cussion, it was moved and seconded to authorize the treasurer encour-
age members who do annual 72+ giving and RMD giving to consider
giving early to alleviate our cash/flow. Motion carried.
Synod Remittance-Undesignated benevolence $212.91 was sent.
e Emergency Fund Report- $ 200 Cold Weather Shelter February besides

Pr. Susan’s discretionary fund.

o Attendance for January Avg. 51 (The increase was noted.)

Ministry Reports —

o Hospitality: Joyce Croy: Easter Continental Breakfast provided May
12; Mother’s Day March 31 Potluck breakfast, please plan to bring a
dish;

e Memorial: Joyce Croy No new report.

e  Worship/Music: Met on Feb. 25, 2024; Council approved lay-led

service April 7 and June 9 & committee discussed plans;

0 Lent Services-Ash Wednesday (25 people); Healing of the Nations
(15); Godly Play (18) (Thank you Nancy Skora sharing Nations experi-
ence)

0 Good Friday service will be Stations of the Cross-collecting art work;

0 Celebration of Life service for Duane Scott (122 people).




HELP WANTED

Duct Tape Crew
Duct Tape needs you! From dusting, cleaning floors, pulling

weeds, and mowing. The Duct Tape crew needs your help.

Thursdays from 9-12. Coffee hour at 10:00.

FISH HOTLINE

Telephone Volunteer 1-4 PM, 1-2 times monthly. Calls
are anonymously forwarded to your phone, so that you
may volunteer from home. This position helps people
with emergency needs they cannot afford.

Contact Susan Shiu 360-431-2810

Kitchen Coordinator Needed

Bethany Lutheran church is in need of a person who would be
willing to be in charge of the kitchen for the next year. Duties
would include...

e Making sure we have clean towels.
o Contacting Duct Tape if something needs repair.
o Coordinating volunteers for regular kitchen cleaning.
If you are interested in helping in this way, please let a member

Congregational Meeting Minutes
Sunday, March 24, 2024 ~ 10:45 (After Service)

Opening Prayer-Joyce Croy began with a devotion.

Call to Order-Barb Clausen called the meeting to order at 10:33
as Beth Grambo confirmed a quorum being present.

Sale of the Lots Authorization- Thank you to Harry Blair for
helping to get a Quick Claim Deed on the two lots so the bounda-
ries clear. After background information including the advice of
the Synod lawyer, it was moved and seconded to authorize the
2024 elected council to sell the lots at a good price. Motion carried
unanimous.

Update & Authorization for Portable Repair-After explanation
of the repair process and an understanding that the church will pay
the deductible, it was moved and seconded to permit the council to
sign a contract for repairs to the portable. Motion carried unani-
mous. Thank you to Randy Grambo for working with Church Mu-
tual and Servpro to move this project along.
Announcements-Members were invited to an excellent buffet
lunch from the Foslien memorial. Thank you everyone for your
cooperation and attendance to this important business!

Closing Prayer-Pastor Susan led the congregation in a closing
prayer.

Planting for Mother’s Day

Come help the Youth and Service team as we work with children
at our partner schools. We will be making Mother’s Day cards,
hearing a story, decorating a pot, and planting a flower for their
mother/care giver. We will be enjoying getting to know twenty-
five children grades kindergarten to second grade on Tuesday,
April 23 3:30-4:30. WE will be in the covered area at Lexington
Elementary and on Wednesday, April 24 2:30-3:30 at Bethany as
we walk the children from Columbia Heights Elementary. We
would love to have volunteers come be with us and if someone
would like to bring little water bottles and cookies, they would be
a welcome addition. Come join us as we spread God’s love!

ATTENDANCE
Offering to date (March)
March TOTAL
2023 2024
3 16
$35,868.42 $23,953.00
10 o1
Expenses to date (March)
17 995
24 64 2023 2024
31 80 $37,365.58 $28,124.00
AVG 53




Growing in Faith & Knowledge

Women’s Bible Study
We gather for prayers, cares, concerns, challenges, and
celebration in the Faith room and on Zoom
April 2 10:30 am No Bible Study- FISH setup

April 9 10:30 am Bible Study—volunteer leader needed
April 16 10:30 am Bible Study

April 23 10:30 am Bible Study

April 30 10:30 am Study and Women of Bethany planning
April study is on FOOD: Scripture & Nature: Teachers of Faith

Headlines for the month: Come, Lord, Be Our Guest, Daily Bread
(and bird), Give Peas a Chance, The "Steaks" Are High, Gleaning

and Sharing, That which Isn't Food, Bless This Food, Limiting the
Injury of Others.

Gather Magazine is $9.95 for new subscribers. Call Kathy Newton
for how to subscribe or questions about our study

Small Seeds and Sprouts

\)
Saturday, April 20 :
Sprouts 12:30-2:00, Seeds 2:00-3:30 ™

Small Seeds Sunday, April 21

Moment's at th
Wednesdays @1:30 %

e&\\dv\\f)

This is a wonderful opportunity for people to sit in the Word and
have holy conversation while we discuss the scriptures for the follow-
ing Sundaj.

Returning April 17

A sincere thank you to those
who have helped with upgrading
technology. Your time, talents
and treasures have been very
appreciated.

Thank you Carol T., Tom H.,

Jo

MY
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April Ministry Volunteers

Sunday, April 7 No Communion — Lay Lead

Greeter

Ushers

Reader
Communion Setup
Communion Assist
Powerpoint

Live Service
Financial Secretary
Coffee hour

Greeter

Usher

Reader
Communion Setup
Communion Assist
Powerpoint

Live Service
Financial Secretary
Coffee hour 1

Sunday, April 21

Greeter

Usher

Reader
Communion Setup
Communion Assist
Powerpoint

Live Service
Financial Secretary
Coffee hour

Greeter

Usher

Reader
Communion Setup
Communion Assist
Powerpoint

Live Service
Financial Secretary

Coffee hour

Susan Shiu

Tori Gosch/ Karen Langworthy
Barb Clausen

N/A

N/A

Ron Gilchrist

Lee Limpach

Mary Storm

Debra Takko/Sandy Hubert-Smith

Sunday, April 14 Communion

Glenn Milhiser/ Beth Milhiser
Don Wallin/ Bill Zimmerman
Barbara Price

Shelly Limpach

Karen Langworthy

Carol Thompson

Lee Limpach

Barb Wilson

Barb Clausen/ Milhisers

Communion, Small Seeds and Sprouts

Small Seeds

Small Seeds

Small Seeds

Pat Reistroffer

Pat Reistroffer

Don Wallin

Lee Limpach

Pam van den Driessche

Tori Gosch/ Pam van den Driessche

Sunday, April 28 Communion

Phyllis Cavens

Bill Zimmerman/ Shelly Limpach
Nancy Skora

Carol Thompson

Shelly Limpach

Don Wallin

Lee Limpach

Mary Storm

Joyce Croy/ Karen Langworthy

**Please find a substitute if you can’t volunteer for that Sunday.”

Breakfast Group

Our Breakfast Group is meeting on Tuesday
morning at 8:00am at the Corner Cafe located at
796 Commerce Ave. Suite 103 in Longview.

What a great opportunity to enjoy good food and
fellowship!

Conversation about Ezra and Nehemiah
April 21

Join Pastor Susan and Russ Gilchrist in a conversation
about Ezra and Nehemiah. Ezra and Nehemiah are
about the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the temple. Pas-
tor Susan and Russ realized they were in the same spot
of reading the Bible and are inviting others to read
these two books with them. This is meant to be a con-
versation vs. a Bible study and we can learn from each
other. There are 23 chapters between the two books. If
you have the You Version app, you can listen to the
Word, and there are many audio bible apps available
for your phone.

Some guiding questions:
Who are the characters, and
What are they doing? Why g_»
are they doing it? What did ~ $&§
you notice, and what were
the highlights?




Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
9:00 FISH Setup 9:00 FISH Dist.
8:00 Breakfast Group [12:15 Exec (Zoom)
6:00 Boy Scouts
Pastor Vacation Pastor Vacation Pastor Vacation 6:00 Girl Scouts
7  Sunday Service 8 9 10 Justin Cleans 11 12 13
Lay led 8:00 Breakfast Group 9:00 Duct Tape
9:30 Worship Service 10:30 Women’s Bible 10:00 Coffee w/
10:30 Coffee Hour Study Duct Tape
6:00 Boy Scouts 4:00 Council 6:00 Girl Scouts
14 Sunday Service 15 16 17 18 19 20
Communion 8:00 Breakfast Group 9:00 Duct Tape 12:30 Small
Pastor Susan Dollinger 10:30 Women’s Bible  |{1:30 Moment's @ 10:00 Coffee w/ Seeds & Sprouts
9:30 Worship Service Study Bethany Duct Tape
10:30 Coffee Hour Newsletter 6:00 Girl Scouts
articles due
6:00 Boy Scouts
21 Sunday Service 22 23 24 Justin Cleans 25 26 27
Communion 8:00 Breakfast Group 9:00 Duct Tape
Pastor Susan Dollinger 10:30 Women'’s Bible  [1:30 Moment's @ 10:00 Coffee w/
Small Seeds & Sprouts Study Bethany Duct Tape
9:30 Worship Service
10:30 Coffee Hour 6:00 Boy Scouts 6:00 Girl Scouts
28 Sunday Service 29 30

Communion
Pastor Susan Dollinger
9:30 Worship Service
10:30 Coffee Hour

8:00 Breakfast Group
10:30 Women’s Bible
Study Meeting

6:00 Boy Scouts

April 2024




