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<4, Then I turned to the Lord God, to
%{0/‘& seek an answer by prayer and

supplication with fasting and
sackcloth and ashes. Dainel 9: 3

Dear Bethany,

The season of Lent is here. Thisis a
@/ time for reflection and a time to
e&/l’/ repent if one should need to repent,
and 1t is a time of contemplation.
During Lent we journey to the cross with Jesus and explore

some of his last ministry on earth. Lent is a time to slow down

and be purposeful, and reorder our existence so that God is
Lord of all.

Lent is a time to push yourself to say yes to something extra
(almsgiving, serving, helping someone in need) or a time to
pull back in order to take the time to focus more on Christ.
Personally, I have had seasons of both in the past, however, I
find as a pastor, (or is it as I grow older?) I crave the
contemplation and the depth that the season of Lent brings. I
find beauty in the ashes and sit at the foot of the cross in more
patient, yet needed ways.

As I write this, after a short, but fierce winter season all over
the country, from fire storms, to floods, to paralyzing snow
storms; it is supposed to be 60 degrees today, I hear the birds
sing their praises to God, because my window is open. | think
Lent is like that it comes in as a surprise that changes the
nature of things in a totally God-like way. It is coming in as a
reminder that even in the midst of all the things that are going
on, we are to pause and reorder our lives so that God is first
and foremost again.

I hope you are able to take this season of Lent and find the
beauty in the most ordinary of things. Look for God
everywhere, even in the chaotic times, we remember that God
is here.

Blessings,
Pastor Susan

Name/Position/Term

. Barbara Clausen President (2027) 2ndTerm

. Susan Shiu (2028) Ist

n

. Phyllis Cavens (2025) 1st

. George Obermeyer (2026)1st

. Beth Grambo (2027) Ist

. Tori Gosch (2028) 1st

. P. Susan Dollinger (Pastor)




Council Meeting Minutes Continued

It was moved and seconded to approve the installation of office car-
pet to be paid for by Memorials. Motion carried.

Directory-A special thank you to Ginger for this endeavor! Due date for
corrections? Feb26

Family Leave/Long Term Care-mandatory for our employees; 92% of
wages and employee pays 71.52% of the amount. Employer pays
28.48%. This was in the budget approved.

New Business:

Quarterly Meeting of Members- Thursday, Feb20™ 5:00 Please mark
your calendar.

Council Retreat-Saturday, March 1 9:00-4:00—Location at Kelso Star-
bucks; Please mark your calendar.The agenda was approved by consen-
sus at the Kelso Starbucks Conference Room.

Insurance Cost-- We have completed the extensive questionnaire that
Church Mutual has requested in an effort to maintain our insurance.
Sound System Report- No quotes have been received yet.

Red Canoe Account-Authorization to remove Russ Gilchrist and add
Tori Gosch to the Red Canoe Accounts; It was moved and seconded to
approve removing Russ Gilchrist from all Red Canoe accounts and
adding the newly elected Tori Gosch. Moton carried.

Staff Report —

Facility Use -Mt. St. Helen Hiking Club- Currently they pay $60 per
meeting with storage for 4 bins, 35 people attending. They meet 8
months out of the year (bad weather months) on the 4™ Tues (may be
willing to change days as this conflicts with boy scouts) 5-8 pm. Look-
ing to change locations in October. Pastor is talking to the Boy Scouts to
see if they woukd be willing to move back to Mondays or some other
day and then Ginger will contact the Hiking Club. The four boxes they
have can be stored in the portable.

Adjournment-Tori Gosch adjourned the meeting adjourned at
4:20pm.

Next Scheduled Meetings: Retreat— Saturday, March 1 9:00-4:00; Exec-

utive Committee Tuesday, March 4, 12:15 (due to Ash Wednesday)
Council — Thursday, March 13-3:00 pm;

ATTENDANCE Offering to date February
February TOTAL 2024 2025
2 46 $13,721 $19,700
9 53 Expenses to date February
16 46 2024 2025
23 48 $23,246 $24,592
Avg 48

Bethany's Corner

= Shelly Limpach is our prayer chain contact. You
' may contact her with your prayer concerns
@’ through email at BethanyPrayer247@gmail.com .
If you have an urgent prayer request, please call
the church office.

Requests

Continued Prayers & Healing
Beth Grambo
Bob Baldwin

Bill Zimmerman Barb Clausen

Norma Oyloe Annji Handley

Judy Bailey John Mullaney Kim Isakson

Barbara Price Gail Obermeyer Jennifer Nance

Takko family Custer family Evelyn Jackson

Krista & John Croy Gilchrist family Thibodeau family

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

03 Pam Van den Driessche 16
10 Joyce Croy

Kaytlynn Croy 18
15 George Obermeyer

Leonard Bean
Barbara Utto
Suzanne Arnits
Perry Fiscus
20  Susan Nance

ANNIVERSARIES

22 Kim & Marilyn Isakson



mailto:BethanyPrayer247@gmail.com

March Emergency Fund

The Salvation Army is operating the cold weather shelter at the McClel-
land Art Center many nights this year with all of our cold weather. This
would be a great time to help them with HOPE Village and their cold
weather shelter funds and supplies. Please mark your checks for this as
you put them in the Emergency Fund plate, and we will make sure it
goes to the local Salvation Army Office! We have several hundred
homeless in Cowlitz County and with the uncertainty of aide, our help is
vital!

Lent- Homeless Caring Items

Please bring Wednesday March 5 to Wednesday, March 12™ any of
these items. It helps if you break them apart if they are grouped and put
them in the respective boxes in the Fellowship Hall. (Remember to use
the Grocery Outlet card for Bethany if you buy there.)

Drinks: SOFT Breakfast/Protein Bars:
Pkg drinks (coffee, tea, cider, cocoa) Grain bars

Boxed drinks (apple, non-refrig milk) Peanut butter bars, etc.

Dryv Soup/Pkg Dinners: Crackers/Cookies:

Mac & Cheese cups Peanut butter & jelly crackers

Council Meeting Minutes Continued

0 Next FISH-February 18™ Set up Sunday, Feb. 19; Need pasta, shampoo,
toilet paper...

0 January they served 22 seniors, 44 adults, 26 kids, and 1 baby for a total
0f 93 in 25 families;

0 Small Seeds will meet Feb. 8-9;

0 Cancelled Feb. 12 project with Columbia Heights Elementary-hope for
March event;

e Duct Tape Crew: Pastor Susan Dollinger, George Obermeyer
Fixed women’s bathroom lighting, finished putting away Christmas;

0 Bill Zimmerman has stepped down from Duct Tape and opening Sun-
days;

e Stewardship: No report

e Mutual Ministry: February 19 at 11:00;

e  Women’s Bible Study- Meeting each Tuesday, 10:30 Feb. 18, 25; Let
Kathy know if you need a copy

o Education- Galatian’s begins Jan. 31 10:00 Fridays online or 11:15 in
person Sundays; Confirmation learned about the Psalms; Moments at the
Lake- continue at the church;

e Women of Bethany: Decided to donate $100 to the sound system, $100
to the W-ELCA, and $100 Lutheran World Relief-CA Fires;

e Minister’s Report: Pastor Susan
Support increased membership- At the Bishop’s convocation, I led two
groups of pastors at Small Rural Congregations, and we began to create a

Top Ramen
Dried Noodle soups, etc.

Cheese & crackers
Cookies all kinds (soft)

Fruits: Meats:

Dried fruits Tuna or chicken packets
Fruit bars Pop top meat cans

Fruit cups

Toiletries: Clothing:

Hand towel, wash cloth, soap Socks

Tooth brush, paste, comb

Sanitizer

Hats, scarves
Gloves
Hand or Feet Warmers

Boxes of 2 gal. (extra-large) zip lock bags to load

(Walmart carries them)

.G.<><>

list of needs for support. Deone Munn became a member on Jan. 19,

2025. I am in conversation with another person.

Time/Task Management-

Other- Attended Bishops Convo and also Byberg Preaching Conference

Goal/Action Plan Progress Report: Increase membership by 7%-

nfinished Business:

Women of Bethany-authorize to be added to our to our umbrella check-

ing with their own account;(to avoid cost of checking account for this

special group; It was moved and seconded to approve the addition of

the Women of Bethany account to be under our umbrella, but simi-

lar to the Hungry Kids grant, not on our budget (for clarity) Moton

carried.

Lower Columbia Lutheran Conferences-Feb. 26, Wednesday at Stella

Chapel noon All are welcome so please attend.

Endowment Committee Update-Members met, reviewed the ELCA

Endowment and made assignments to research it and the ELCA Mission

fund; Reports due Feb. 24 to put on a comparison chart for discussion;

Barb will try to find similar-sized churches with endowments;

Memorial Fund-Office Carpet-Evidently the quote included the office
carpet as well as the Faith room. $1554.86 was paid from Hospitality
and $616.17 from Memorials with a remainder of $452.45 to be paid
after approval and installation of the office carpet;



February Council Minutes

Bethany Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Minutes— Thursday, February 13, 2025 3:00p.m.

Attendance —Tori Gosch, Beth Grambo, Susan Shiu, Phyllis Cavens,
George Obermeyer, Pastor Susan Dollinger, and Barb Clausen (zoom);
Devotions and Prayer — George Obermeyer led us in prayer.
Call to Order and President's Report — Tori Gosch called the meeting to
order at 3:14pm.
e Decisions made between Council Meetings: none
e Agenda Changes-Added Family Leave/Long-term Report
e Devotions for Thursday, March 13, 3:00 Council Meeting-Beth Grambo
Secretary's Report — Beth Grambo

Approval as printed and filed

Emergency/Card Calling List Corrections and Procedure—Didn’t need

March Ministry of the Month-Bethany Volunteers & Workers
The wheels of the church work would not go around and nothing would be
done without the dedicated support of Ginger Garner, Dorothy Mac Millan,
and our custodial helper, Justin. Their loyal support, faithful work, and
wonderful kindness makes God’s work possible! Couple that with our
many, many volunteers, and God has a mighty army to serve Him at Betha-
ny! Thank you for the many ways you serve our church, his people, and do
mission in the community and world. Your teamwork is enormously appre-
ciated! What a gift each of you are! Thank you!

to use it!
Treasurer’s Report — Susan Shui
January 2025 YTD Jan-2024 2024 YTD
Income Expense Income Expense Income Expense | Income | Expense

$9,609.65 | $11,767. | $9,609.65 | $11,767. $7,638. | $11,235. [ $7,638. | $11,235.

fell short by $2,157.35 | fell short by $2,157.35 | Fell short by $3,597 | Fell short by $3,597

Synod Remittance-$336.34

e Emergency Fund Report-$320.18: $256.14 Family Promise, $64.04
Pastor Discretionary

o Attendance for January Avg. 52

e Giving-49 family units gave, 70% were able to complete their pledge
(32); 94% of the members gave; the remainder was from the open plate;

e Property Insurance-budgeted $6,000 & bill is $5270!

e Tax Reports-Thank you to Barb Wilson for preparing the tax statements
for the annual meeting

Ministry Reports —

o Hospitality: Joyce Croy

0 Annual Meeting Potluck Brunch-Jan. 28" Thank you for your wonderful
work! We are grateful for all your team does! 47 members plus friends!

0 Big Band Birthday Bash for Our 90°s! March 2 after service-potluck
baked potato bar-topping sign up soon;

e Memorial: Joyce Croy See unfinished business

o Worship/Music: Jan. 19 meeting report:

Planning for Lent starting March 5 Ash Wednesday, Theme Fruit of the

Spirit; homeless To go bags March 12 at 4:30; Holy Week starts April

13-Easter April 20; Net lay led service March 29;

Lasana (Blind African Singer) is coming back on May 4

Next Music and Worship meeting in March__

Youth/Service: Barb Clausen

Grant money to Eat and Thrive and The Refuge in the amount of $300

each.

<
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Can You Hear? Can You See? Will it Work This Service?

These are some of the thoughts, followed by prayers, we have as we prepare
to make sure that our sound system and connected technologies will work
this day! Our vision is to “reach out in our community, building connec-
tions through loving service.” We find that pretty hard to do when the an-
cient sound system with its many generations of repairs/replacement parts
fails to deliver our message.

The congregation voted to buy a new system with the related parts at our
annual meeting. Now the challenge begins! As we await the quotations to
determine how much we need, we would ask everyone to:

*replace giving to the building fund for the mortgage (now that its paid) by
giving to the sound system in the designated funds;

*consider second-mile (beyond your general fund) giving for the sound
system;

*consider organizing a fun fund-raise—whether it is a meal, a game
night, or some other fun event with the proceeds to the sound sys-
tem;

* OR the sky is the limit—what can you do?

Please share your fund-raising ideas with council as we would
love to support these efforts!




Mpcommg Events

Council Retreat
March 1 from 9:00-4:00

£ R
A BIG BAND BIRTHDAY BASH FOR

OUR 90TH DECADE BIRTHDAYS

CQM}LG:(]/ MARCH 2ND AFTER SERVICE
o 7
Lent
Begins March 5

We are in need of volunteers for the Soup supper each week.
Ash Wednesday March 5, Palm Sunday April 13, Maundy Thursday April
17, Good Friday April 18, Easter April 20

Small Seeds and Sprouts
March 15/March 16

12:30 Small Seeds and Sprouts

Daylight Savings
March 9

Music and Worship Meeting
March 16

SAVE THE DATE!!! RALLY THE TROOPS!!
BRING FRIENDS, FAMILY, SCOUTS, AND ALL!!
Saturday, April 12" 9:00 1 12:00

Our wonderful Duct Tape Crew is organizing our spring clean-up for
Saturday, April 12" 1t is planned for a Saturday so all ages may attend.
There is something for everyone, whether it is filling pew cards, dusting,
carrying light fixtures to be washed, cleaning up the yard, etc. Holy
week will be upon us, and we always have friends and family visitors so
we want Bethany to be beautiful. Bring your garden tools, your dust
rags, and your friendly faces. Volunteers may bring cinnamon rolls, etc.
for our coffee break. Many hands make light work. Y’all come!




COMMUNITY
HOUSE

ZESTI CHEF CHRISTIN INTRODUCED US TO A WONDERFUL INITIATIVE SHE'S
SUPPORTING. COMMUNITY HOUSE ON BROADWAY HAS OPENED BETH'S
HOUSE, A DEDICATED SPACE FOR UNHOUSED YOUTH. CHRISTIN WILL BE
WORKING WITH THE YOUTH TO PREPARE MEALS, AND THEY ARE IN NEED OF
DONATIONS TO HELP MAKE THIS PROJECT A SUCCESS.

NON-PERISHABLES PERISHABLES
e DRIED AND CANNED BEANS e EGGS
e STOCKS AND BROTHS e BREAD/TORTILLAS
e RICE AND GRAINS e CHEESES
e PASTA, OATS, AND FLOUR e BUTTER
o SUGARS (BROWN, POWDERED, | | « MEAT FROM THE STORE OR
GRANULATED) BUTCHER
e COOKING OILS e FRESH FRUIT AND
e SPICES AND SEASONINGS VEGETABLES

DROP-OFF LOCATION FOR PERISHABLES:
BETH'S PLACE: 1340 12TH AVE., SUITE 200 LONGVIEW, WA
CONTACT INFORMATION FOR INQUIRIES:
CHRISTIN AT (360) 431-2623 OR CHRISTINC@CHOBLV.ORG
PLEASE NOTE THAT HOMEMADE GOODS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED DUE TO SAFETY REGULATIONS.
THIS IS A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY. YOUR
CONTRIBUTIONS WILL HELP PROVIDE NOURISHMENT AND SUPPORT TO YOUTH IN NEED.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!




Opportunities to Gather and Learn

Women’s Bible Study

We gather for prayers, cares, concerns, challenges, and
celebration in the Faith room and on Zoom

March 4 10:30 am Faithfulness: Faith in the Depths
March 11 10:30 am Faithfulness: Faith in the Depths
March 18 10:30 am Faithfulness: Faith in the Depths
March 25 10:30 am Faithfulness: Faith in the Depths

Women's Bible Study for Summer found in Gather Magazine,

Gather Magazine is $9.95 for new subscribers. Call Kathy Newton
for how to subscribe or questions about our study

Breakfast Group

Our Breakfast Group is meeting on Tuesday
morning at 8:00am at the Corner Cafe located at

796 Commerce Ave. Suite 103 in Longview.
What a great opportunity to enjoy good food and fellowship!

Moments at the Lake 867'/70
Weo{neso{ags @1:30 h
This is a wonderful opportunity for people to sit in the Word and
have holy conversation while we discuss the scriptures for the
following Sunday.

Bible Study on Galatians

Chapters Fridays online 10:00 Sundays at 11:00

Ch.4,5,6 completed Mar. 9

Small Seeds and Sprouts
February 15
12:30 Small Seeds and Sprouts

\\-\;
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Ministry Volunteers
Sunday, March 30 - Lay led

Greeter Judy Bailey
Ushers Tom Hughes/
Reader

Communion Setup Lay led
Communion Assist Lay led
Powerpoint

Live Service

Financial Secretary Mary Storm

Coffee hour Joyce Croy / Tori Gosch

Facts about Lent
Lent comes from the Middle English word “lente,” which means springtime.

The early church started the tradition of Lent around the year 325, during the
Council of Nicea, and it has been observed through the centuries by many
Christian denominations.

Why is Lent 40 days? The number 40 is a significant number for Christians.
Jesus spent 40 days in a desert. Noah had to wait 40 days for his ark to float.
And Moses, along with his followers, traveled through the wilderness for 40
years before reaching the Promised Land.

The common practices are fasting, almsgiving and prayer

Wednesdays throughout Lent dinner Schedule

Date Soup Bread/ Rolls
March 5 Barb Wilson

Tori Gosch

Joyce Croy Karen Langworthy

Nancy Skora Barb Clausen

March 12 Shelly Limpach Kathy Newton

March 19 Bob Baldwin

1.
2.
1. Judy Bailey
2

March 26 Barb Bley
April 2 . Dan Lane Nancy Skora

Barb Clausen

April 9 . Nancy Skora

Duane and Carol Thompson



Greeter

Ushers

Reader
Communion Setup
Communion Assist
Powerpoint

Live Service
Financial Secretary
Coffee hour

Ministry Volunteers
Sunday, March 2 - Communion
Susan Shiu
Russ Gilchrist/ Karen Langworthy
Kathy Newton
Shelly Limpach
Shelly Limpach

Lee Limpach
Barb Wilson
Big Band Birthday Bash potato bar

Sunday, March 9 Small Seeds Sunday/ Communion

Greeter

Usher

Reader
Communion Setup
Communion Assist
Powerpoint

Live Service
Financial Secretary
Coffee hour

Greeter

Usher

Reader
Communion Setup
Communion Assist
Powerpoint

Live Service
Financial Secretary

Coffee hour

Small Seeds
Small Seeds

Pat Reistroffer
Pat Reistroffer

Mary Storm

Sunday, March 16 Communion

Glenn & Beth Milhiser

Duane Thompson
Nancy Skora
Robin Siragusa
Carol Thompson

Pam van den Driessche

Sunday, March 23 - Communion

Greeter

Ushers

Reader
Communion Setup
Communion Assist
Powerpoint

Live Service
Financial Secretary
Coffee hour

Renee Pelster

Robin Siragusa
John Pelster
Barb Wilson

Good Friday — Stations of the Cross Gallery

Calling all artsy types, Small Seeds and Sprouts, and spir-
itual type people. This year, Music and Worship talked
about doing stations of tﬁe cross for Good Friday. I would
like those who are interested to provide a “piece” that
would go along with the station of the cross. It could be a
poem, quilt, wood carving, pottery, something you have
already, or a photograph; the following are the stations
(technically, there are 14 stations; these are a combined
version.) We will build this as we go. Good Friday is March
29. These need to be in by Palm Sunday (March 24).

Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane;

Jesus is betrayed by Judas, arrested, and condemned
Jesus is denied by Peter three times

Jesus is judged by Pilate and crowned with thorns;

Jesus takes up his cross, Simon of Cyrene helps him to
carry his cross, and Jesus meets the women of Jerusa-
lem.

6. Jesus is crucified

7. Jesus promises the repentant thief he will be with him
in ﬁ)aradise, and Jesus entrusts Mary and John to each
other.

8. Jesus dies on the cross
9. Jesus is laid in the tomb.

AN


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gethsemane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crown_of_thorns

March Bethany Lutheran Church 2025
I I T I

02 03 04 05 06 07 08
Sunday Service 8:00 Breakfast Group  Ash Wednesday 9:00 Duct Tape 6:00 Girl Scouts
9:30 Worship 10:30 Women's Bible  1:30 Moments @ Bethany 10:00 Coffee w/ Duct
10:30 Big Band Birthday Study 5:15 Soup Supper tape
Potluck 12:15 Exec Zoom 6:00 Service 1:00 Financial audit

6:00 Boy Scouts

09 10 11 12 13 14 15
Daylight Savings 8:00 Breakfast Group  1:30 Moments @ Bethany 9:00 Duct Tape 6:00 Girl Scouts 12:30 Small Seeds &
Sunday Service 10:30 Women's Bible  5:15 Soup Supper/ pack  10:00 Coffee w/ Duct Sprouts
9:30 Worship Study Homeless bags/girl scout tape
10:30 Coffee Hour 6:00 Boy Scouts cookie 3:00 Council Meeting
11:15 Bible Study 6:00 Service

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Sunday Service St. Patrick's ~ 8:00 Breakfast Group  1:30 Moments at Bethany 9:00 Duct Tape 6:00 Girl Scouts
Small Seeds & Sprouts . o i
9:30 Worship Day 10:30 Women's Bible  5:15 Soup Supper 10:00 Coffee w/ Duct
10:30 Coffee Hour Study 6:00 Service tape
11:15 Music & Worship 6:00 Boy Scouts

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Sunday Service 8:00 Breakfast Group  1:30 Moments at Bethany 9:00 Duct Tape 6:00 Girl Scouts
9:30 Worship 10:30 Women's Bible  5:15 Soup Supper 10:00 Coffee w/ Duct
10:30 Coffee Hour Study 6:00 Service tape

6:00 Boy Scouts

30 31 Notes:

lay led Service

9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee Hour




