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6 I am confident of this, that the one who began
a good work among you will bring it to
completion by the day of Jesus
Christ. Philippians 1: 6

10

)
Lstors

I have been pondering spiritual growth lately,
and what does that mean? For each person it
‘ means something different. If you only come
@/&9/1’/ to church on Sundays, then this will be an easy
exercise because there is so many places to go from there. And if you
already do more than just Sundays you have a good start.

Sundays are for coming together as a community of believers, to hear
the Word and participate in the Sacrament, and to pray and worship the
Lord together. By doing this in community, we strengthen one another to
be out in the world. It is like a seed being planted.

However, it helps to go beyond that. Having an active prayer life during
the week is the first step. Check in with yourself, do you pray at a certain
time each day? Or all the time? Or do you not think about it, and pray
only in church? Try finding a purposeful time. Can you add in a moment
of gratitude? Each day, take a moment to observe your surroundings and
identify three things or more for which you can express gratitude to God.
If there was one exercise that I would start with it is this one. Gratitude is
proven to be a mental health and spiritual health game changer.

Adding in some still and quiet time, can also do wonders. The easiest
way to start is to find one religious song that you like and light a candle
and try and just listen to the song without your mind wandering, Spotify
and YouTube have many songs and a simple search will help. You can
also find a classical instrumental of hymns if you don’t want any words.
Being still can do many good things for your entire being, mind, body
and spirit. And of course, open the Bible and read the Word of God. If
you read one chapter a day it will take you 3 years. If you read 3 chapters
a day (suggestion: read one from the Old Testament, one Psalm/
Proverbs/ one from the New Testament) it will take about a year. You
can even get through the New Testament twice in that time. Summer is a
great time to start as we might have a little extra time with these
beautiful longer days. Let us grow in Christ together.

Many blessings, Paster dusamn

Let us grow together.

congregation as well. Motion carried.
Security Policy-required by Vanco-first reading; Barb asked the Fi-
nancial, Office, and Pastor to please revise;

Staff Report —
Facility Use Already approved- DKG Tues. May 13 3:00 Ladies of
the Lake Sat. May 17 8-5:00;
Pastor Susan -Continuing education approved/changes: Canceled
WELCA Conference on May 2-3 cancelled due to Bill Zimmerman’s
service; May 13 and 14™ due to council meeting/quarterly on May 15
for Festival of Homiletics; and vacation for son’s graduation June 10,
11, & 12. Vacation-July 29-August 2?? By consensus, council ap-
proved sound system adjustment for Pastor to work Monday May 12
and Friday May 16 and will trade those days; It was moved and se-
conded to give Pastor a trade day off on Thursday, June 26". Mo-
tion carried.
Days for Admin. Asst.- Ginger Already Approved Vacation - July 8,
9 & 10; Trade days June 17 & 18-pending holiday Je 19; It was
moved and seconded to approve the trade days off for June 17-18™
with the 19™ as holiday. Motion carried. By consensus, Council ap-
proved trade hours for Sound System Implementation and Friday May
16 for training;

Adjournment-Barb Clausen adjourned the meeting adjourned at 4:15pm

with prayer.

Next Scheduled Meetings: Executive Committee Wednesday, June 4,

12:15 ; Council — Wednesday, June 18, 3:15 pm;

Name/Position/Term

2. Barbara Clausen President (2027) 2ndTerm
3. Susan Shiu (2028) 1st

. Phyllis Cavens (2025) 1st

5. George Obermeyer (2026)1st

6. Beth Grambo (2027) 1st

7. Tori Gosch (2028) 1st

8. P. Susan Dollinger (Pastor)

o




Council Meeting Minutes Continued

0 April 15 was Kathy Newton’s last day

0 April 22 discussed options for group — decided Pastor Susan will pick
up teaching the group and prayer will be picked up by various mem-
bers; canceled May 13™;

0 Apr11 29 had dlscussmn on New Beginnings; May 6 discussion on
Journaling

e Education-

Confirmation- learned about Holy Week and the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus

0 Book Study-Scouting the Divine by Margaret Feinberg May 16 zoom
10:00/18 11:15 will continue throughout May and June.

e Minister’s Report: Pastor Susan

0 Support increased membership- working with a potential member
on Lutheranism. New Member Sunday will be in June TBA

¢ Time/Task Management- Planning an all-day workday with Ginger
in May, need to find uninterrupted time to have off.

0 Other- Bill Zimmerman’s service was May 3, and featured the Castle
Rock Men’s Choir & Pam VD sang the Lord’s prayer;

e Goal/Action Plan Progress Report: Increase membership by 5%-
See attached report in newsletter and goal/action plan for March 2025
-2026; It was moved and seconded to approve the goal for the 25-
6 year. Motion carried.

Unfinished Business:

e Lower Columbia Lutheran Conferences-Parent-Child Assistance
Program (PCAP) and Beth’s Place were approved by council consen-
sus as the next serv1ce project for Bethany participation. Sign-ups will
be out by May 18" with collection from June 1-4, and distribution on
June 4, 3:00 at Bethany;

e Endowment Committee Recommendation-The council reviewed
the Bylaws amendments, the questionnaire and the policy for the en-
dowment. It was moved and seconded to recommended to the con-
gregation that the Endowment Fund with the ELCA Ministry
Growth Fund be approved by the congregation. Motion carried.

Sound System Report- Work is completed in the sanctuary only, and
fundraising and donations will be needed for this next big project!

New Business:

e Members’ Quarterly Meeting- May 15, 5:00 in Faith Room ALL
are welcome!

e Council Feedback is still being gathered.

o Congregational Meeting Agenda Approval-June 1, 2025 10:50 with
coffee hour motion (letter mailed May16th; It was moved and se-
conded to approve the agenda as revised. Motion carried. The By-
laws were reviewed and approved to recommend to the

Bethany's Corner

= Shelly Limpach is our prayer chain contact. You
> may contact her with your prayer concerns
: through email at BethanyPrayer247@gmail.com .
Drayer: If you have an urgent prayer request, please call
Requests the church office.

Continued Prayers & Healing

Bob Baldwin Barb Clausen The Newtons
Annji Handley Judy Bailey John Mullaney
Kim Isakson Barbara Price Gail Obermeyer
Jennifer Nance Takko family Custer family
Gilchrist family Krista & John Croy  Thibodeau family

David & Dana Hughes

:vf Birthdoys & &
*SSAnniversaries’
JUNE BIRTHDAYS

03  Ardyth Loewen 13 Pam Alexander

05  Karen Langworthy 19  Dan Sharp

06  Cheryl Bean 22 Irene Breitenbach

08  Audrey Schauer 26  Gil Schauer

11 Shelly Limpach 27  Debra Takko
ANNIVERSARIES

07  Clarence & Kathy Newton
17 Bob & Pat Reistroffer
18 Robert & Barbara Price



mailto:BethanyPrayer247@gmail.com

EMERGENCY FUND ~JUNE

This month in our effort to support local needs, we ask you to consider
supporting the new youth shelter for unhoused youth, called Beth’s
Place. This program located at the old Carriage House on 12th has room
for up to 40 youth. It has a commercial kitchen and it is the hope that
eventually the youth can be trained and with health cards can have em-
ployment. Currently, youth are required to get/stay clean from addic-
tions, attend regular counseling with goals, be in attendance in an educa-
tional program, and work to be employed. Volunteers are still needed to
help with some remodeling, developing a back (fenced patio area), etc.
The facility has been well supported by many community groups, but
they do need food. They have Christin volunteering from Zesty Chef ca-
tering designing dinner meals and training with one student working be-
side her to learn each night. They have grab and go for breakfast and if
they are available, for lunch. We have a food drive for non-perishables
June 1-4 in the Fellowship Hall, and after that time would appreciate
your Emergency Donations with Beth’s Place in the memo made out to
the church—it will help purchase perishable foods.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING JUNE 1!

We hope friends and members will join us for this important meeting to
finalize our Endowment Plan. (We must have a member quorum for vot-
ing.) It has been recommended and in our Constitution for many years
but never done! This will give us a flexible fund with a good interest rate
and with the ELCA guarantees. You will also get a quick update on the
sound system under announcements. Thanks to Randy and Beth Gram-
bo, they are serving a light lunch afterwards to celebrate their 50th Anni-
versary, so plan to bring a card!

MINISTRY OF THE MONTH ~ JUNE
Our Stewardship Committee this year did a wonderful job in getting
more pledges and inspiring members and friends to support our minis-
tries. Without this drive, we would not be able to create a budget and
meet our expenses. You have played a vital role in helping us do God’s
work at Bethany! Thank you to Phyllis Cavens, Barb Price, Nancy
Skora, and Debra Takko for working with Pastor Susan to accomplish
this! You have truly been a blessing!

Volunteer Signup
The signups for all of our volunteer spots is now located in the narthex
on the table next to the FISH barrel.

Council Meeting Minutes Continued

Hospitality: Joyce Croy

Mother’s Day-men will cook; Father’s Day-potluck;
Funeral-Hospitality assuming responsibilities; Zimmerman funeral
served about 110!

Memorial: Joyce Croy No report

Worship/Music: Next meeting not set (May 13 canceled due to ab-
sences);

Holy Week went well. There were a lot of comments about Good Fri-
day. Easter was joyous.

April 27 meeting: Cancelled due to low attendance

Lay lead service June 29™;

Lasana (Blind African Singer) shared his faith and sang;

April 27, Russ Gilchrist will give the sermon, but Pastor Susan will
lead the service;

Chris Cotton will preach on June 15, and June 29 (Pr Susan will be
here on June 15).

Youth/Service: Barb Clausen

Grant money: EAT $300, Kelso Family Community Resource Center-
$400;

FISH-May 27, with set up on Monday, May 26; FISH report May 27
Served 90 total.

Small Seeds/Sprouts Summer camp August 12—15 9:00-11:30 at
Barnes School Gardens;

Service-Seeds/Sprouts helping spread bark dust with boy and girl
scouts on May10th; WOW! Over twenty people—thank you one and
all!

Mother’s Day Events at Bethany (Col. Hts. May 7 & Lexington May
6);

Pancake Breakfast-Supplies were not donated so the committee will
be asked to reimburse Hospitality Committee for the cost of supplies;
Duct Tape Crew: Pastor Susan Dollinger, George Obermeyer;
Grateful for a big month—cleanup day, bark dust, handicapped park-
ing painted, gutters clearned!!!

Opening-Need a second person to open the church on Sundays;

Bark Dust-spread on Saturday, May 10; Great Turn out for April
church clean up! Thank you!

Life Works-Welcome Jeremy Harris on Wednesdays 1:00-2:00;
Special Thank you!-Sandy Hulbert-Smith for donating new flowers in
the front pots & dividing daffodils! You are appreciated!
Stewardship: No report

Mutual Ministry: Next meeting not set yet

Women’s Bible Study- Meeting each Tuesday, 10:30 April




February Council Minutes

Bethany Lutheran Church

Council Meeting Minutes— Thursday, May 15, 2025 3:00 p.m.
Attendance -Tori Gosch, George Obermeyer, Phyllis Cavens, Pastor Su-
san Dollinger, Susan Shiu, Beth Grambo, and Barb Clausen;
Devotions and Prayer — Pastor Susan led us in prayer;
Call to Order and President's Report — Barb Clausen called the meet-
ing to order at 3:03.
Decisions made between council meetings: Authorized transfer of
monies from the former Building Fund $3,730, the Capital Improve-
ment Fund $3,293, and the Thrivent Fund $ 896 to help pay for the
down payment of $11,000 for the sound system to Sound Design NW.
Authorized by consensus repair of the lawn mower not to exceed
$200. Moved and seconded upon completion of the new sound system
and successful use in training, that Sound Design NW may be paid
the remaining payment of $14,842.18. Motion carried. (We will keep
a list of adjustments and they will return in about two weeks for that. We
will ask for the delivery of the F.Hall speakers for our storage until
ready.)
e Agenda Changes-none
e Devotions for Junel8-Beth Grambo
Secretary's Report — Beth Grambo
e Filed April 24, 2025 minutes as printed.
Treasurer’s Report — Susan Shui—Does not include $11,000 to DS

Bethany Stocking the Pantry for Beth’s Place

2 10 Ibs. bags of Gold Metal Flour “Best for Bread”

2-10 Ibs. bags Whole Wheat Flour

2-5 Ibs. bags flour for pastry

2-5 1bs. bags flour for pasta

4 cans of corn

4 bottles of vegetable oil

4 bags/boxes of white or brown rice

3 containers of dry oats

4 bags egg noodles

6 pkg. spaghetti noodles

4 boxes of Special K (or similar) cereal

2 boxes Cheerios

12 cup or soup (eating on the go)

April 2025 YTD April 2024 2024 YTD

Income Expense Income Expense Income Expenses | Income Expenses
$12,467 $11,961 $46,455 $49,213 $10,466 $11,801 $49,166 $45,894
Exceeded by $506 Fell short by 2,758 Fell short by $1,335 Exceeded by $ 3,272

Synod Remittance $536 ($436 Benevolence, $100 world hunger)
Emergency Fund Report- Emergency Support Shelter - $317.60
Attendance for Averages: February 48; March 51, April 60!

Bark Dust Monopoly: Still need $50 to complete the payment

Quilt Raffle for Sound System: under $150 so far

Financial Review Report-The FRR report was very thorough, ac-

counts in good order, and some recommended changes were suggest-

ed for better clarity. The team has agreed to meet monthly. It was

moved and seconded to approve the Financial Review for 2024

with commendations to the Review Team and Ginger for their

detailed, hard work. Motion carried.

e Authorization to Rollover CD: It was moved and seconded to roll
over the $11,000 (for use near the end of the year if needed) for
the best possible interest rate not to exceed six months. Motion
carried.

Ministry Reports —

If anyone wants to donate money, please make sure check to Beth’s Place
and put perishable food in the memo. Give the envelope to Barb Clausen.

Cowlitz County PCAP
This program helps pregnant women or single parent families with infants
or young children (less than 6 months of age) dealing with substance
abuse living in Cowlitz County 360-274-3262 The three counselors who
work at the office on Grade Street in Kelso serve nearly sixty women/
families in Cowlitz and Wahkiakum counties!

Disposable diapers Size 3 (16-26lbs)

Disposable diapers Size 6 (35+ lbs)

Disposable diapers Size 4 (22-35 lbs)

Disposable diapers Size 5 (27+ lbs)

5 Individually wrapped toothbrushes & tubes toothpaste

5 women’s razors and shaving cream

3 body wash

4-6 bars of hand soap

4 Baby powder

Individually Wrapped Snacks for Kids’ visit

Fruit Pouch Snacks for Kids’ Visits




MW Events

Special Congregational meetin
June1l
Following Service, a light lunch provided

Beth’s Place & PCAP Supply drive
June 1-4

Small Seeds and Sprouts
June 7 at 12:30

Last get together for the summer

Pentecost
June 8
Wear Red

Rummage Sale
June 10-12 receive donations

June 13-14 Sale

Synod Assembly
June 13-14 at PLU
Barb Clausen and Tom Hughes, your elected representatives, along
with Pastor Susan will be attending this important Synod Assembly
to elect a new Bishop. If you have cards of thanks for Bishop Jaech,
please put them in the president’s box in the office.

Father’s Day/ New Member Sunday/ Holy Trinity Sunday
June 15

Please bring a hot dish for the potluck.
Hospitality to provide dessert.

Youth an rvi
June 18 @10:30

Council Meetin
June 18 @3:15

Office Closed
June 17-19

BETHANY SUMMER EVENTS COMING!

Here is a drafty list of what we are planning for outreach and pleasure this
summer. We hope you will invite guests to these fellowship events. Please
volunteer to help us with these events by letting Ginger know in the office
how you are willing to help. It would be nice to have refreshments and a
greeter at each. We are open to other ideas—so let us know!

Campfire Songs and S’mores-Join us on Wednesday, July 9™ at 5:30 for
fun fellowship! This is a wonderful way to kick-off our summer series and
spend time with others! Come enjoy our summer-time together! Bring a
lawn chair, weather permitting. Open to members, friends, and guests—
please RSVP the church office to reserve your spot and assure we have
enough food!

Emergency First Aid-Come on Wednesday, TBA and refresh your
memory! Do you remember what to do if someone falls? When to take
someone to the Emergency Room & how to treat them first? What if some-
one stops breathing or starts bleeding—what should I do/not do? Come join
us for a brush up on emergency procedures! Bethany Lutheran Church Fel-
lowship Hall, 2900 Parkview Drive, Longview. For free admission, sign up
by calling 360.577.8240 to reserve your spot.

Sharing the Latest Scams & Protection-Wednesday, July 30™ at 5:30.
We will share recent information from a variety of sources about current
scams and how to protect yourself to prevent fraud. A variety of resources
and tips will be shared. Be smart and don’t fall victim to smart criminals!
Bethany Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall, 2900 Parkview Drive,
Longview. For free admission, sign up by calling 360.577.8240 to reserve
your spot.

Advocacy and Hearing Health-Want to learn more about your hearing
health and how to advocate for it? Join Heidi Crabtree on Wednesday,
TBA at 5:30 to learn more about it. Our hearing is a vital part of life that
helps to prevent social isolation, depression, and frustration. Join us in
learning what you can do to help yourself and others! Bethany Lutheran
Church Fellowship Hall, 2900 Parkview Drive, Longview. For free admis-
sion, sign up by calling 360.577.8240 to reserve your spot.

Dabbling in Watercolor-Come work with watercolor whether you are a
beginner or experienced! We will find joy and laughter as we creatively
explore this medium and develop a picture. Pastor Susan Dollinger will
help you feel comfortable in developing your art work! Fee for supplies:
TBA Bethany Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall, 2900 Parkview Drive,
Longview. For admission, fee will be collected at the door. Sign up by call-
ing 360.577.8240 to reserve your spot.

If you have something you would like to share with others as
a class, please see Pr. Susan



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Please consider even sharing the load
others are carrying. We need 1-2 people

to take turns opening the church on
Sunday mornings—see Russ Gilchrist
for what it involves.

Then we need 1-2 people to sign up the service volunteers
each month. We are trying not to disturb your worship
service with the clipboards, so if folks would volunteer to
meet people after church in the narthex and ask each
family/individual to help us, that would be great. Many
hands make light work!

THANK YOU

TO ALL THOSE WHO WORKED
AND DONATED TO THE BARK
DUST DAY!

VA
*SMALL SEEDS AND SPROUTS
% *BOY SCOVUTS
*GIRL SCOUTS
*BARB WILSON TO PULLING IT
TOGETHER

There will be a Juneteenth celebration
at Victoria Freeman Park (951 Delaware

Ave, Longview) held by the Freedom Celebration Committee, on
June 21st from 1-3. There will be a picnic potluck. Bring a chair
and something to share. At the McClelland Arts Center there
will also be indoor displays int for reflection and prayer. The
Event will highlight the liberation of enslaved persons in

America and celebrate all cultures.



Opportunities to Gather and Learn Ministry Volunteers
Sunday, June 29- Lay led

Women'’s Bible Study Greeter
We gather for prayers, cares, concerns, challenges, and :shzrs /
celebration in the Faith room and on Zoom Pja e(:ro'nt
W |
June 3 10:30 am , P .
Live Service
June 10 10:30 am No Women's Bible Study Financial Secretary Pam van den Driessche
June 17 10:30 am Coffee hour /
June 24 10:30 am

Women's Bible Study for May found in Gather Magazine,

Gather Magazine is $9.95 for new subscribers.

Breakfast Group

Our Breakfast Group is meeting on Tuesday
morning at 8:00am at the Corner Cafe located at

796 Commerce Ave. Suite 103 in Longview.
What a great opportunity to enjoy good food and fellowship!

Moments at the Lake
Wednesdays @1:30
This is a wonderful opportunity for people to sit in the Word and

have holy conversation while we discuss the scriptures for the

following Sunday.

We meet on the Kessler side of the lake, about 3 blocks off of Ocean
Beach Hwy. Bring a lawn chair and a Bible

Scouting the Divine

Offering to date Ma
by Margaret Feinberg Fridays online at 10:00 ATTENDANCE g >
Sundays in person at 11:15 May TOTAL 2024 2025
$66,236 $52,534
Small Seeds and Sprouts \}. 4 42 Expenses to date April
; 11 54
June 7th at 12:30 . -& 2024 2025
Please see Pr Susan or Bob and Pat Reistroffer for 18 52
more info on the summer activity seen on the following 25 52 $88,815
page $77,558 Includes $25,842
AVG 50 sound system




Ministry Volunteers

Sunday, June 1 - Communion
Greeter Susan Shiu
Ushers Barbara Bley/
Reader Barbara Clausen
Communion Setup Shelly Limpach
Communion Assist Shelly Limpach
Powerpoint
Live Service
Financial Secretary Mary Storm
Coffee hour Beth Grambo/ Randy Grambo

Sunday, June 8 Small Seeds/Pentecost/ Communion

Greeter
Usher
Reader

Small Seeds
Chris Engebo/
Small Seeds

Communion Setup
Communion Assist
Powerpoint Carol Thompson

Live Service

Financial Secretary Pam van den Driessche

Coffee hour / R U M M AG E

Sunday, June 15 Father’s Day New Member Communion
Greeter Carol Lane SA I_ E

Usher / Setup: Tuesday, June 10

Reader Barbara Bley a_| B
Communion Setup Sale: Fri Sat. June 13 14

Communion Assist

Powerpoint Clean out your
Live Service closets, garage

Financial Secretary Barb Wilson an d C UP b oar d S
Coffee hour Father’s Day Potluck

Sunday, June 22 - Communion
Greeter Barb Clausen
Ushers /
Reader Duane Thompson
Communion Setup

Communion Assist

Powerpoint Carol Thompson

Live Service

Financial Secretary Mary Storm

Coffee hour Deone Munn/ Susan Shiu




June

Bethany Lutheran Church

2025

10:30 Coffee Hour
No Book study

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
01 02 03 04 05 06 07
Sunday Service Beth's Place & |8:00 Breakfast Group |12:15 Exec Meeting 9:00 Duct Tape 10:00 Book study online |{12:30 Small Seeds and
9:30 Worship PCAP donations |10:30 Women's Bible |1:30 Moments at Bethany |10:00 Coffee Duct tape |6:00 Girl Scouts Sprouts-last
10:30 Cong. Meeting |6/1-6/4 Study 3-5pm Supply Collection
11:15 Book Study 6:00 Boy Scouts with Stella
08 09 10 11 12 13 14
Pentacost —wear red Rummage Sale Setup |Rummage Sale Setup Rummage Sale Setup |Rummage Sale Rummage Sale
Small Seeds & Sprouts 8:00 Breakfast Group [1:30 Moments at Bethany-(9:00 Duct Tape No online study
9:30 Worship 10:30 Women's Bible 10:00 Coffee Duct tape
10:30 Coffee Hour Study 6:00 Girl Scouts
11:15 Book Study 6:00 Boy Scouts
Pastor out of Office  [Pastor out of Office Pastor out of Office Synod Assembly PLU Synod Assembly PLU
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Holy Trinity Sunday  |Please bringa  |8:00 Breakfast Group |10:30 Youth and Service Juneteenth  |10:00 Book study online
New Member hotdish-  110:30 Women's Bible [1:30 Moments at Bethany ) 6:00 Girl Scouts - last day
Sunday Service Hospltal|ty will Istudy 3:15 Council Meeting Ofﬁ ce ClOSEd
9:30 Worship provide dessert |6.00 Boy Scouts
10:30 Fathers Potluck
11:15 Book Study Ginger out of Office  |Ginger out of Office
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Sunday Service 8:00 Breakfast Group |10:00 Memorial Meeting (9:00 Duct Tape No Book study online
9:30 Worship 10:30 Women's Bible [1:30 Moments at Bethany [10:00 Coffee Duct tape |6:00 Girl Scouts
10:30 Coffee Hour Study
11:15 Book Study 6:00 Boy Scouts Pastor out of Office
29 30 01 02 03 04 05
Lay Sunday Service o Pastor will be out of office June 10-14 and June 26
9:30 Worship

o Ginger will be out of office June 17 and 18th. Pastor Susan will be available during regular office hours.

e The office will be closed on June 19th in celebration of Juneteenth.




